
Schedule a School Visit 
with Award-Winning Author 

Rhonda Lucas Donald

Rhonda Lucas Donald (Deep in the Desert, Dino Tracks) has written more than a dozen books 
for children and teachers including her most recent titles: Animal Rights: How You Can Make 
a Difference and Life on Other Planets. In addition, she has won awards for articles and stories 
appearing in Ranger Rick and Your Big Backyard magazines. Rhonda specializes in writing 
about science, and especially likes to write about animals and space. She fell in love with 
science as a kid, and read every dinosaur book in school library. Weaving science into verses 
and songs is her way of making it fun. Rhonda shares her Virginia home with husband Bruce, 
dogs Maggie and Lily, and her very dignified cats, Darwin and Huxley. Visit Rhonda’s website 
at www.browntabby.com.

Rhonda’s Books with Sylvan Dell!

A Roaring good time with Dino Tracks

Step back in time and follow dinosaur tracks around the world. Whether made by a few di-
nosaurs or large groups, these tracks provide clues to the movement and behavior of these 
lovable ancient creatures. What dinosaurs made the tracks and what do scientists think 
they were doing when they made them? The author tells the story in rhythmic rhyme that 
may be sung to the tune of Over the River and Through the Woods.

Desert Flora and Fauna with a Twist 

Catchy desert twists on traditional children’s songs and poems will have children chiming 
in about cactuses, camels, and more as they learn about the desert habitat and its flora and 
fauna. Tarkawara hops on the desert sand instead of a kookaburra sitting in an old gum 
tree. And teapots aren’t the only things that are short and stout—just look at the javelina’s 
hooves and snout. Travel the world’s deserts to dig with meerkats, fly with bats, and hiss 
with Gila monsters! Whether sung or read aloud, Deep in the Desert makes learning about 
deserts anything but dry.

Don’t miss the Educational Extras from both Dino Tracks and Deep in the Desert. 
Find Common Core and Science Standards Alignment at www.sylvandellpublishing.com. Fun cross-curricular 

activities are available in the For Creative Minds section and online Teaching Activities examples include:
•  Making and Reading Tracks
•  Dinosaur Puzzles and Scientists

•  Desert Science Journal
•  Match the Desert Adaptations



A School Visit with Rhonda Includes...
A visit to your classroom or school includes a 30 - 50 minute presentation where 
Rhonda will read and sing from one or both of her books. 

Kids will learn all about the dinosaurs their fossils and how footprints were 
made; or dig into the desert and learn all about the animals that live in a desert 
habitat.

Walk in a dinosaurs footprint and meet Spike the stegosaurus!

If the desert is the focus a fun cactus craft is a way to get kids into the spirit. 

Because Rhonda’s visits are hands on and interactive they are best suited for 
small groups of 1 to 3 classrooms. 

Would you like to tailor the presentation to your classrooms needs? Rhonda will 
work with each teacher so that the experience is one to remember. 

A presentation costs $75 plus travel expenses. 

How to Schedule a Successful Visit
•	  Coordinate with other teachers or librarians and decide the perfect dates and times for the visit.
•	  Contact Rhonda by email at rhonda@browntabby.com to check availability for your date and time and begin to   

organize the program. 
•	  Send a letter home to parents announcing the author visit and offering parents and students the opportunity to 

pre-order an autographed book. 
•	  Coordinate  the book sales with the author to ensure that all the children have an opportunity to purchase. 

Learn a Little More About Rhonda
Q: Your previous children’s book, Deep in the Desert, was also set to rhyme/music. Do you have a secret passion for music as well 
as storytelling? Do you think music plays a big part in creating a stimulating learning environment for children?

A: I like the structure a rhyme gives me to work with. And I do love singing. I remember singing along with records 
as a child. It seemed that singing was a big part of many childhood activities like scouting, camping, and riding on the 
bus. From an educational standpoint, combining reading, poetry, and music is a triple treat! Kids learn in different 
ways. Why not give them access to as many ways as possible?

Q: Do you have any plans for future projects or specific subject matter you would love to tackle in your next book?
 

A:  My next book, also coming from Sylvan Dell Publishing, is a follow-
up to Dino Tracks. It looks at some of the new discoveries scientists have 
made about dinosaurs and how they learn about them. For example, 
scientists think they know what color some of the feathered dinosaurs 
were. And they’ve recreated the sound one of the duck-billed dinosaurs 
made!



Dear Parents, 

We are excited to announce that Rhonda Lucas Donald, author of Deep in the Desert and Dino Tracks will be 
visiting our school on ___________________.  She will be meeting students,  talking about her book and leading 
the classroom in fun, educational discussions and activities! To purchase a copy of her book so that your child 
will receive an autograph and remember this special day, please fill out and return the attached order form by 
_________________. 

Yes, I would like to place an order for Rhonda’s school visit!

Child’s Name:

Personalized Autograph To:

Grade: Teacher’s Name:

Dino Tracks

Deep in the Desert

Hardcover:

Hardcover:

Paperback:

Paperback:

$17.95

$9.95

$16.95

$8.95

School Fair Price: Quantity: Total:

School Fair Price: Quantity: Total:

Subtotal:

Sales Tax 
______%

Sales Tax:

Total:

Please make checks payable to (if applicable):

Parent Name: ___________________________  Parent Signature: _________________________________________


